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Making a Difference

The Vincentian Solidarity Office (VSO) is delighted to present its
Annual Report for 2024, aiming to account for the development
impact of assisted projects across the globe. We have moved beyond
cursory listing or mere enumeration of tangible deliverables
(constructions, cars, computers) to underscore how the initiatives
align with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN-
SDGs) and contribute to sustainable development.

We believe that even conventional projects, when executed with a
focus on transformative impact, can make a significant difference in
the lives of the poor and vulnerable groups worldwide. But what can
turn a typical project into a potential catalyst of change?

Critical contexts. A thorough understanding of the multi-faceted
contexts of poverty, vulnerability, marginality and inequality makes a
lot of difference to diversify approaches and enhance potentials for
making impact. Relevant initiatives were undertaken in critical
contexts of forced migration and displacement (Rwanda), armed
conflict and violence (Haiti, Northeast India), climate change impact
(flood risk in Cameroon, impending draught in Malawi).

Grassroots sectors. The plight and perspectives of vulnerable groups
are critical for designing impactful projects. They are not mere
passive ‘target groups’ but key stakeholders in addressing needs and
problems that affect them most. Notable projects involve efforts to
uplift the conditions and status of: indigenous peoples (Ecuador),
migrants and refugees (Rwanda), children with disability (Ethiopia,
Kenya), elderly persons (Tanzania, Cuba, Costa Rica), single parents
and unwed young mothers (Rwanda), subsistent farmers (Malawi,

Tanzania, Sri Lanka, North India), homeless households (Honduras,
Burundi), and grassroots church communities (Ethiopia, Burundi,
Guatemala).

Cross-Cutting Issues. Issues that affect marginalized groups crosscut
at micro-level and interface with broad development agendas at
macro-level. Focusing on sector-specific issues makes sense in
building up impact and thematically aligning with global development
goals. We supported grassroots initiatives that underscore
transversal issues and advocate for systemic change based on
systemic agenda, such as: gender equality (Rwanda, South India),
elderly care (Cuba, Tanzania), disability inclusion (Kenya, Ethiopia),
inclusive education (Chad, South India, Honduras, Brazil) and
vocational training (South India, Ethiopia), ethnicity and racial
justice (Ecuador, Northeast India), environmental stewardship and
ecological justice (Malawi, Cameroon, Burundi, Honduras, Haiti,
Ecuador), and social enterprise development (Ecuador, North India,
Tanzania, Malawi).

The VSO remains committed to making a lasting impact through its
projects. As we move forward, we will continue to explore innovative
solutions and partnerships to further our mission to empower
communities, promote sustainable development, and contribute to a
more just and equitable world.

By Fr. Joel Bernardo, C.M.,
Executive Director of the VSO
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In 2024 the VSO supported 42 projects in 21 countries
with $1,630,076 USD

2024 Total VSO operating costs: $191,044
2024 VSO operating costs per dollar distributed: $0.11




PROJECTS 2024

On the following pages are some of the projects made possible with the help of
our collaborators and donors throughout 2024. For even more information on
the projects, please visit our website: vso.cmglobal.org
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$50,723 of funding
worked to reduce
poverty

Not pictured: Construction of four houses for the poor in Burundi
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551,393 of funding
helped reduce
hunger

Integrated farming
project at student
hostel in Sri Lanka

Construction of a granary for the
poor at St. Joseph's Parish in
Zomba, Malawi

Farm Project for
elderly and
vulnerable families
in Tanzania

Not pictured: Vehicle for the feeding
program for the elderly in Cuba
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$118,122 helped
reduce inequalities Rehabilitation and extension of
house for Missionary Confreres in

the Mahama Refugee Camp, Rwanda

New vehicle for
pastoral work in
Mpepai Parish,
&~ Tanzania

Latin American
meeting of the
Vincentian Indigenous
Confraternity in
Ecuador &

New vehicle for the
Parish of Santiago
Apostol in Cuyamel,
Honduras
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59100 supported Vincentian
farming projects Mission at
Klurdung,
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https://vso.cmglobal.org/
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$239,979 of
funding promoted
quality education

Construction of a technical school to teach young
adults carpentry, mechanics and tailoring, India After school program for at risk children and
youth, Honduras

Jeep for the
socio-pastoral
services and

educational
rehabilitation
of young
victims of
) violence in ' . -
Construction of four classroom Pangmoul Computer lab for formation program
block for St. Paul’s College in India ’ at Faculdade Vicetina, Brazil
Dotouma, Chad
- \am
Expansion of St. Timothy Early Childhood
Repairs to Alemachen Center for Physically Disabled Children in Development Center's Unit for Children
Ethiopia, due to fire with Special Needs, Kenya
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562,866 created
new, reliable
employment

Sheep farming for
sustainability at
Alemachen
Convalescent
Home for Children
with Disabilities,
Ethiopia

Improvements to Bonga Wood
and Metal Workshop for
vulnerable youth, Ethiopia

Economic support
of young mothers
through goat
farming in Nemba
Parish, Rwanda

Feed and flour
processing plant,
Ecuador




CLEAM WATER
AND SANITATION

Additional
bathrooms for the
Vice-Provincial house
of Costa Rica

Water cistern for the community in Montalais,
Haiti

532,583 of funding
increased access to
clean water

Not pictured: Closed water supply system project with
reserve tank for Agricultural School, Honduras
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AND STRONG
msmlmgo:s Bus for
o Seminary,
Mozambique
$848,787 of

funding reinforced

strong institutions

Construction of a Presbytery at
Mudapallur, India
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Dining room repair and extension
for Seminary in Morogoro,
Tanzania

Construction of an
Internal Seminary in
Bikoro, Democratic
Republic of Congo

COVIAM Chapel for the
Vincentian International
Seminary, Nigeria

Philosophy house construction in
Ikot-Ekpene, Nigeria

Construction
of residence
for the
Vincentians
in Telo,
Ethiopia

Jeep for St. Vincent’s Seminary
at Dimapur, India

Not pictured: Vehicle for minor Seminary in Chad; Construction of a
fence for the Internal Seminary in Cameroon; Fencing of St. Justin
DelJacobis Internal Seminary in Ogobia, Benue State, Nigeria;
Renovation of the COVIAM International Seminary




Enlarge and remodel the Church
of St. Vincent De Paul Parish,
Guatemala

Construction of
Church for

St. Joseph
Parish in Guder,
Ethiopia

Construction of a Church in Gahororo, Burundi

Installation of solar panels for Kidasha
Church in Burundi
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17,487 went to
climate-adaptive
storm water
management

Climate resilience and storm water
management for school playground and
parking lot, Cameroon

*The content of this publication has not been approved by the United Nations and does not reflect the views of the United Nations or its officials or Member

States. For more information on the UN Sustainable Development Goals please see: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment

We would like to thank all of our 2024 collaborators:

Adams Family Foundation
Adveniat

AMM Switzerland

Archdiocese of Bamberg

Archdiocese of Cologne World Church-World Mission
Bishop Cabezas Fund for Rwanda
Bistum Essen

Fam Vin Homeless Alliance

Fr. Sy Peterka’s African Appeal for Hope
Franz Foundation

Kirche in Not

Loyola Foundation

Miraculous Medal Parish in Toronto

Vincentian Solidarity Office
500 East Chelten Ave., Philadelphia, PA

19144 U.S.A.

Phone: 215-713-3998

Email: VSO1@cmphlsvs.org
Website: https://vso.cmglobal.org/
A 501 (c) (3) organization in the U.S.

Misijonsko Sredisce Slovenije
MIVA Slovenija

MIVA Austria

Rosenberger Family Foundation
Zukunft fr Kinder-Alemania

Vincentian International Mission Services (VIMS)

Congregation of the Mission Provinces of Austria-Germany;
Indonesia; Ireland; Poland; St. Vincent de Paul, Spain; Zaragoza,
Spain; China; Eastern USA; Western USA; New England, USA;
and Panningen House, Holland.

~and many individual contributors, confreres, family and
friends of our Vincentian missionaries.
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