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Ecuador: Amplifying Latin America’s Indigenous Voices for

Mother Earth

and Journey of Indigenous Peoples, a
Latin America Meeting of the
Indigenous Confraternity (CIV)).”
Participants included members of the
Congregation of the Mission,
Daughters of Charity, Marian Youth,
St. Vincent de Paul Society and non-
affiliated pastoral agents. A total of
38 people attended from Ecuador,
Colombia, Bolivia, Brazil, Guatemala,
Costa Rica, Honduras and Panama.

Indigenous people of Latin America
face many of the same challenges:
protecting their lands from the
environmental impacts of mining and
oil drilling, poverty and threats to
cultural preservation.

The Province of Ecuador led by
Fr. Max Reyes, CM, convened an
in-person meeting of indigenous
people and those who work with
them from the Vincentian Family.
Held in Quito for 5 days in the
July 2024, the theme of the meeting
was “The Cry of the Mother Earth

Above: Traditional songs enjoyed by participants

The goal of the meeting was to get to
know each other better by sharing
their struggles and hopes and to focus
on the care of their common home.
The project successfully advanced the
confraternity's goals to support
justice, and territorial rights for,
indigenous communities. Funds
provided by the VSO and private
donors, covered travel, lodging, and
meals for participants.

Above: Participants pray adding elements from their
cultures

Above: Attendees pose for pictures to be added to book
to commemorate the event

Fr. Joel’s Solidarity Notes
Solidarity Breaks Barriers

Across regions and cultures, these featured initiatives show
how solidarity overcomes isolation, reduces risk, and
empowers marginalized communities to participate fully in
sustainable and inclusive development.

Pedaling Toward Inclusion - Bicycles in Rwanda and
Burundi provide affordable, eco-friendly mobility that
connects grassroots communities to essential services and
economic opportunities.
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Lighting Lives with Dignity = Solar power in Kenya
addresses energy poverty among the elderly, enhancing
safety, well-being, and social inclusion through sustainable
solutions.

Voices Rooted in Ancestral Lands = Indigenous leaders
in Latin America strengthen collective advocacy for cultural
competence, indigenous rights, and environmental
stewardship through cross-cultural solidarity.
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Rwanda and Burundi: Pedaling Progress
across Grassroots Communities

In both Rwanda and Burundi,
bicycles are vital means of
transportation. They are used for
transporting goods like firewood,
bananas and potatoes to market.
They are used as taxis that get
children to school and adults to
work. They are even used by
priests to visit and minister to
their parishioners. A typical
driver can earn a good income
with a bike and be able to
support his family.

The confreres of the Rwanda
Burundi region came to us for
help to get some newer model
bicycles and accessories to people
of 3 of the communities they
serve, 2 in Rwanda and 1 in
Burundi. About 40 bicycles total
were distributed in these
communities. Sadly, there were
not enough for everyone who

Kenya: Lighting the Way for Rural Elders

In Thigio, Kenya, a semi-arid
region where the young often
migrate to urban centers in
search of work, a vital part of
the community has long been
overlooked. The elderly
population, many over the age
of seventy, find themselves in
the demanding role of primary
caregivers for their
grandchildren, often while
facing extreme isolation and
financial hardship. To address
this, the Vice Province of
Kenya has launched a has
launched a transformative
initiative to restore dignity and
independence to 60 of our
most vulnerable seniors.

They distributed solar lighting
systems and energy-saving
stoves, as well as blankets and
personal hygiene packages.
Additionally, by establishing
smaller peer groups and
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wanted one unfortunately.

The Region plans to collaborate
with those who received the
bicycles to form a solidarity
group that will be managed by
committees. These groups will
ensure proper maintenance of the
bicycles in order to maximize
their use. The
groups will
work to raise
funds for new

Above and left The collection and
distribution of bicycles in the parish of
Rwisabi, Burundi.
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Left: Beneficiaries
with the project
items: blankets,
personal effects,
stove and lamp

organized social meetings, the
project is breaking the cycle of
loneliness that so often
accompanies old age in rural
areas. These gatherings allow
the elderly to share their
experiences and find
psychosocial support among
peers who understand their
unique burdens. Coupled with
the provision of solar lighting
and essential care packages,
these social networks
empower our seniors to lead
lives defined by dignity rather
than survival.

Right: Parish
Priest Fr. Michael
Gichoho, C.M. and
a community
health worker
during home visits
to assess and
evaluate
beneficiaries.
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Left: Visitor Fr. Benson Odhiambo, C.M.
addressing the beneficiaries
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