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Dominican Republic: Equipping students as recyclers and
promoters of clean and green environment

The Dominican Republic generates tons of
municipal solid waste per day. As an island
country reliant on tourism, proper waste
management is crucial for protecting coastal
ecosystems, coral reefs, and public health.
While the Dominican government has taken
legislative steps to establish a structured,
sustainable waste infrastructure, household
participation in recycling remains low.

The Santa Luisa de Marillac Parish in Los
Tres Brazos, Santo Domingo operates a
primary school. While the center has begun
environmental education and has built a
recycling space, it lacked basic equipment
such as recycling bins, a paper shredder,
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wheelbarrows, shovels, gloves,
and other tools needed for proper
collection, storage, and processing
of waste.

This school-led environmental
project aims to establish an
efficient waste management and
recycling system by acquiring
essential tools and equipment,
including strategically placed bins,
sorting supplies, and a paper
shredder. The VSO was able to
help with the cost of all the
necessary equipment. The
initiative combines physical
infrastructure with hands-on
education, training students,
teachers, and community

practices. By fully integrating 5
these efforts into daily school p
activities, the project fosters a
cleaner, healthier campus while
empowering the next generation
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Fr. Joel’s Solidarity Notes
Empowering Youth, Transforming Communities

Young people are not only the future, they are catalysts for equips young people with entrepreneurial skills, generating

change today. By investing in their creativity, skills, and
leadership, these initiatives empower the youth to become
active agents of sustainable grassroots development.

e Learning Through Environmental Action

In the Dominican Republic, students are leading school-
based recycling and solid waste management initiatives,
fostering environmental stewardship and civic
responsibility.

e Creating Livelihoods Through Enterprise

In Cameroon, a youth-led ice cream micro-enterprise

Vincentian Solidarity Office | 500 East
Chelten Avenue | Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania 19144 | USA

Telephone: +1 215-713-3998

How to contact us:

Fr. Joel Bernardo, C.M.
Executive Director

Our goal: To assist the Congregation ~ EMail: jpernardo@cmphlsvs.org

of the Mission with mobilizing resources
for its evangelization and service of the
poor.

Lauren Lynch, Project Manager
Email: llynch@cmphlsvs.org

Click here to give a gift in support of our projects

income while building confidence and self-reliance.

Building Skills Building Futures
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Cameroon: Refreshing self-reliance to animate the young people
and their local community

The Parish of Saint Jean-Marc de
Mvog-Betsi in Yaoundé, Cameroon, is
blessed with many young people who
actively participate in parish
organizations. These include
Vincentian Marian Youth, the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul, youth choirs,
the Youth Council, and other groups.
However, the cost of activities can
create barriers for some families,
preventing young people from taking
part fully in parish life.

To address this challenge, the parish
launched an innovative project: a small
ice cream shop located on parish
grounds. While ice cream is becoming
increasingly popular in Cameroon, it is
not yet a common part of everyday life,
creating an opportunity for a new
community business.

With financial support from the VSO,
the parish purchased modern ice
cream-making equipment and

volunteers constructed a roadside shop.
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The VSO is grateful to the donors and
agencies that make our work possible,
including:

Fr. Sy Peterka’s Africa Appeal

The Franz Foundation;

The Diocese of Essen, Germany
Congregation of the Mission Western
Province, USA;

Initially selling only after
Sunday Mass, the project has ¥
been a great success. Revenue =
now helps fund activities for
all parish youth groups,
ensuring that every young —
person has the opportunity to | e
participate, regardless of
financial circumstances. This |
year's programs included
Diocesan Youth Day, Family
Christmas celebrations, 24
Hours with Jesus, Youth Cultural
Week, and the parish harvest festival.

Because of strong community
support, the ice cream shop

now operates daily and is Right: Fr.
planning to expand its menu Laurent Zibj,
to include beverages and CM. enjoving
pastries. Through this simple  the ice cream
initiative, the parish is shop in Mvog

creating sustainable support
for its youth while
strengthening community life.
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Tanzania: Retooling young carpenters for building
constructive skills and services

The De Paul Carpentry Unit in
Msamala, Tanzania, recently solved two
important challenges. Its woodworking
equipment was outdated, and a newly
built chapel needed pews. With support
from the Vincentian Solidarity Office
(VSO), the workshop purchased three
new machines: a surface planer, a slot-
cutting machine, and a miter saw.

Established in 2021, the center trains ten
students each year, most of whom come
from vulnerable households. These
young people do not have access to
further education, but they are eager to
learn practical skills that can help them
earn a living and support their
families.

The new equipment allows
students to train with tools that
reflect modern industry
standards. As a result, they gain
skills that are in greater demand
in Tanzania’s growing
construction and furniture
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sectors, improving their chances of
finding stable employment.

The benefits extend beyond the
students. The community gains access to
more skilled carpenters who can support
local building projects and economic
development. Families benefit from
increased income opportunities, and the
chapel will receive high-quality pews
built by the students themselves.

This project is more than a workshop
upgrade. It is an investment in young
people, local livelihoods, and the future
of the Msamala community.
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